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FOREWORD
This history of educational happenings in the United Communi­

ty District is written in the belief that each generation has an
obligation topass on tofuture generations an accouniinq of important
events that have brought us to where we are. These then became our
heritage, our roots.

It is this belief that has prompted the writer to research and
record basic facts pertaining to educational patterns and
developments that have prevailed and are prevailing within the
United Community District. It is hoped that future generations will
feel similar motivation tofurther research and update thefacts here
recorded.

While the author has concentrated on themore important events
of the past he has left almost untouched the day to day happenings of
school life, many of which are highly interesting and should be
preserved. You dear reader may recall some such instances, bethey a
spell-down in a rural school, a basketball game or any other type of
human interest story. These may be lost for all time unless you set
them down in writing and forward them to the local school
superintendent or librarian where they might befiled and made a
part of our United Community Archives. It is the hope of the author
that somewhere within thefacilities of our schoolssome shelf might be
set aside to preserve important writings, pictures and documents of
the past so that they might be available for future reading and
reference.
The author had initially hoped to recognize eachperson by name who
has provided helpful information toward the completion of this
history booklet.It now appears that this number has grown well out of
hand to the point that it would no longer bepractical to attempt such a
listing. Your author, therefore, asks your forgiveness when he settles
for just saying to each and all a BIG THANK YOu.

James H. Davis, Author
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THE ONE ROOM RURAL SCHOOLS

Maple Grove School, Colfax Township

MAPLE GROVE SCHOOL, COLFAX TOWNSHIP
The settlement of Boone County by the white man was an

integral part of the westward frontier movement. By the early
eighteen hundreds, the frontier had pushed across the Mississippi
River and by 1846 had reached Boone County.

The first permanent settler in the county was Charles W.
Gaston who located in Section 34 of Douglas Township in January,
1846, the very year that Iowa acquired statehood.' Other early
settlers included Benjamin Williams, Jesse Hull, Mrs. Anna C.
Dalander, C.W. Cassel, Richard Greene, Wm. Holston, John Hull,
and Henry Holcomb.

By 1849, these early settlers, feeling a need to provide
educational opportunities for their children, erected a log
schoolhouse at what came to be known as Belle Point in Section 12of
Douglas Township. Section 12 is now a part of the United
Community District. Some early records indicate that Belle Point
was the first school built in Boone County while others claim this
honor for one built along Honey Creek in Section 23 of Des Moines
Township. The school at Belle Point was built by volunteer labor

1 Goldthwait, N.E., "A History of Boone County," pamphlet, 1914.
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using logs from nearby trees along the river. No tax moni ':-I were
available as the county was just being officially organized. Ellrly
teachers at Belle Point included Thomas Sparks, Z. J. Vontrccs,
Clark Luther, and V.B. Crooks.

The first meaningful school law enacted by the Iowa
Legislature was the School Act of 1858 establishing township
districts throughout the state. In the normal township of36 sections
there were nine sub-districts, each approximately four square miles
in area. Each sub-district elected a director who, together with the
duly chosen directors of the other eight sub-districts, constituted a
township board of nine members. This board chose its officers from
within the group, including president, vice-president, secretary,
and treasurer. Each sub-director had the responsibility of hiring a
teacher, providing fuel, seeing that the building was properly
maintained, and that the grass and weeds were mowed. The
township board set the date for the opening of schools and the length
of the terms. The year was composed of three terms, fall, winter, and
spring. The teachers were employed for one term at a time. This
term arrangement made it possible for older pupils to stay home in
the fall and spring, if their parents deemed it necessary, in order to
plant and harvest crops. Towns of 1,000 or more had the option of
creating an independent district, separate and apart from the
township and county system.

At the county level, the school act of 1858 provided that the
president of each township board should also serve as a county
school board member, thus constituting a county board ofeducation
with as many members as there were townships within the .ounty.
This board also elected its own officers from within its group. The
law provided for the election of a County Superintendent of Schools
for a two year term.

The County Superintendent, together with the county board of
education, was charged with the responsibility of setting the
instructional policies within the county, selecting text books. and
levying taxes for the support of the county office. The superinten­
dent was expected to make an effort to visit each rural schoolwithin
the county each year. It was also his responsibility to conduct
normal training classes for the training of teachers and to examine
applicants for certification.

The rural teacher taught all of the pupils of various ages and
different learning abilities. Progress was largely measured by the
number of the reader, such as First Reader, Second Reader, etc.
There were no grade levels as we know today. The teacher "kept
order" and served as his or her own janitor, sweeping the floor at the
close of each day and building a fire in the pot-bellied stove each
morning during the winter months. Water was usually carried in
pails by the students from a shallow well on the schoolgrounds or
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from a nearby farm. Two toilets, or priveys, stood in opposite
corners of the school yard, back of the school house with one labeled
"girls" and the other "boys". The rural school house often served as a
community center for such gatherings as box socials, literary clubs,
Grange meetings, Sunday school and church until other community
buildings could be erected.

The next significant change in Iowa rural school laws came in
1872 allowing township districts the option of voting to decentralize
thus making each sub-district an independent unit with its own
board of education. By 1900, less than half of the township districts
of the state had taken advantage of this law.

During the last quarter of the 19th century increasing numbers
of rural schools began converting to graded systems to identify
levels of attainment. The grade designations ranged from one
through eight similar to the prevailing pattern of today. Most of the
town schools had already made this change. Progress in rural
communities was often slow as indicated by a 1900 report from the
Department of Public Instruction stating that, at that time, less
than a third of the rural schools of the state were on a graded basis.

A one room school.

3



The one room rural school served a vital role in providing
educational opportunities for farm boys and girls at a time when
dirt roads were predominant and the horse was the fastest mode of
land transportation. The fact that school sites were located in a grid
pattern approximately two miles apart in each direction assured
that no child should have to walk more than two miles to get to
school. Although the educational setting may have been primitive,
in all fairness, it should be said that most pupils of the rural schools
of Iowa grew up to become valuable citizens of their communities
and counties and some went on to national and world prominence.

While many of these schools closed to become part of
consolidated districts during the first quarter of the nineteen
hundreds, many more retained their identity in name and boundary
lines until forced by law to merge with a high school district on or
before July 1, 1966. Districts failing to conform were arbitrarily
assigned to a high school district by the County Board of Education.

In the period following World War II, a majority of the rural
districts, that retained their legal identity, discontinued operation
by paying tuition to send the pupils to a nearby town or consolidated
district.

Courthouse records indicate that in 1896 there were 34 one
room rural school houses standing in the land area now constituting
the United Community District. The accompanying map shows the
location and name of each.

Carlson School. Harrison Toumuh in
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THE CONSOLIDATION ERA
By the turn of the century, parents in many rural areas of the

state were thinking of ways of making a high school education
available to their children without the necessity and inconvenience
of tuition and boarding school costs. The School Consolidation Act of
1906 provided a needed impetus toward the merging of districts to
form a rural or small town consolidated school.

Between the years of 1915 and 1920, six such districts were
formed in Boone County, three west of the Des Moines River and
three on the east side. To the west of the river were Beaver,
Boxholm, and Pilot Mound while to the east were Jordan, Luther,
and Napier. For the purposes of this history we shall consider only
the latter group, since it was they who, together with their outlying
tuition areas, now constitute the United Community District.

Horsedraum buses, Napier School, Autumn, 1920.

At that time dirt roads prevailed in most rural areas making it
necessary to transport pupils by horsedrawn buses. Consolidated
districts were for that reason comparatively small often containing
less than a township of area. To form such a district, it was first
necessary that interested persons in the affected areas circulate
petitions calling for an election. If the prevailing vote was
affirmative the district was formed. This election was soon followed
by another authorizing the sale of school bonds sufficient to finance
the construction of a new school building large enough to house all
grades from kindergarten through twelfth.

Of the three schools east of the Des Moines River, Luther was
the first to act, having begun operation in early September, 1916.
Jordan had its first day of school in November, 1918 and Napier in
January, 1920. A more detailed account of the formation of each of
these schools will follow on subsequent pages.
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In writing an account of this kind one is dependent upon such
school records as are available, supplemented by newspaper
clippings and conversations with persons contemporary to the
period under consideration. Perhaps the most authentic of all such
records are the secretary's written minutes of official board
meetings. Fortunately such minutes are availale from the Jordan
schoolwith minor lapses of time, dating back to early 1917,more
than a year before the opening of school in the new building.
Unfortunately, similar early records for the Luther and Napier
Districts have not been found. It is the belief ofthe author, however,
that the procedures taken in starting the Jordan school will not
differ greatly from those required at Luther and Napier. For that
reason the events that transpired at Jordan will be covered in
considerable detail.
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Jordan Consolidated School.

THE JORDAN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
The following quotations describing some of the. early impor­

tant steps taken in organizing the Jordon Consolidated School are
reprinted from the Jordan High School Bomber. They have been
made available to the author by Bill Curvin of Jackson Township.

From the BOMBER, December 16, 1942, page 19:
"According to the Secretary's records, under the date of

March 20, 1917, a meeting of all directors of rural schools in
Jackson Township was called. The directors present were John
Cline, E. E. Kenan, J. W. Nelsen, James Bentley, James
Jenkins, W. S. Payne, A. K. Johnson, and J. H. Woolheiser,
chairman of the board. The secretary was J. W. Brown."
A complete description of the territory in question concerning

consolidation was written in the records, and all members present
voted in favor of the following resolution:

"Be it resolved that the President and Secretary be and
they are hereby instructed to post notices of an election to be
held on the said proposition in at least five public places within
said proposed territory of an election to be held on the Third day
of April, 1917, from 1:00 o'clock P.M. until 6:00 P.M. at the
schoolhouse in sub-district #9, Jackson Township, Boone
County, Iowa, and that said election held at that time and place
to determine whether or not said territory shall be organized as
a Consolidated Independent School District of Jordan, and that
the form of said question to be voted on be submitted as
follows: 'Shall the proposed Consolidated District of Jordan be
established?'."
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The official vote on April 3, 1917,was: yes - 64 and no - 49. The
election carried by a vote of 56.6%.

From the BOMBER, April 5, 1943, page 13:
"The consolidation was approved in the spring of 1917 and

it was impossible to have a new building completed to
commence the school year in the Fall of 1917. Arrangements
were made to send all high school students to Boone, at the
expense of our district. The rural schools in our district
continued for another year, thus accounting for the training of
the grade children. Copies of seven teachers' contracts have
been discovered. The teachers contracted were Lois Peebles,
Agnes Snedden, Louise Thorson, Vera Hansen, Lillian
Tingwald, Zelma Rule, and Marie Stephenson. The school year
contained 8Yz months. Salaries varied from $46.75 to $54.00 per
month in these rural schools, and during the four winter
months, they were paid an additional $3.00 per month as janitor
fee."
No record is available of the election of the first school board,

however, the following inscription appears on the face of the
cornerstone of the Jordan school building. (The stone is now stored
on the grounds of the United Community School.)

S. H. Saddoris,President
E. C. Engstrom
J. B. Kennedy
C. C. Little, Secretary

F. Riordan
O. F. Samuelson
Arthur Wills, Treasurer
Gracia Tucker

County Superintendent

Board of Directors

Inscribed on the end of the stone is the following information:
A. D. 1917

Reimer & Herlin
Architects
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The first entry in the journal of school board minutes is as
follows:
"Special Meeting, May 8, 1917"

"The Board of Directors met and organized. Motion by
Saddoris and seconded by Samuelson that Kennedy act as
temporary chairman. Motion carried.

Motion made by Saddoris and seconded by Engstrom that
Riordan act as secretary of the board. The motion carried ..

The board then proceeded to ballot for a (permanent)
president. Motion made by Samuelson and seconded by
Kennedy that Saddoris act as president, as a result of the vote
Saddoris was elected.

Each member of the Board being duly sworn, proceeded to
elect the secretary.

Motion made by Engstrom and seconded by Samuelson
that C. C. Little act as secretary. Motion carried.

Motion made by Samuelson and seconded by Saddoris that
Arthur Wills act as treasurer. Motion carried.

Motion made by Saddoris and seconded by Samuelson that
we adjourn. Motion carried.
The records show that on Monday, July 16, an election was held

for the authorization of bonds to be sold in the amount of $60,000.
The election carried by affirmative vote of 113to 88 or by a majority
vote of 56%.(At that time a majority vote was all that was required
to carry a bond issue. The current 60%requirement was passed by
the legislature as a depression measure in the 1930's.)

On July 17, 1917, the Jordan Board passed a motion requiring
"that all teachers of the special rural schools sign their
contracts at the First National Bank of Boone at 2:00 P.M.,
August 18. Wages to be at the minimum allowed or $50.00 per
month".

As mentioned earlier, these teachers were to teach in the rural
schools during 1917 - 18 while the new building was under
construction. The board further established that the Fall term of
school should extend from September 2, 1917, to November 2, to be
followed by a vacation until November 26.

The board further agreed to pay farm families $2.00 per year
for permitting pupils to draw and carry water from their wells.

The board also allowed coal haulers $1.00 per ton plus 15¢ per
mile for delivering coal to the school coal bin.

On July 27,1917, the board authorized the sale of$60,000 worth
of school bonds through the George M. Bechtel Company of
Davenport for the purpose ofbuilding the new schoolhouse. Interest
charges were to be at the rate of 5%per annum.
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On August 3, the board employed the firm of Reimer and
Herlin ofMarshalltown as architects at a fee of 4%of the cost price of
the building. The board also voted to advertise for contrac­
tors: general, plumbing, heating, and electrical. Bidders on the
general contract were required to furnish a $1000.00 certified
check, the same to be refunded to all unsuccessful bidders. Bidders
on plumbing and heating were required to put up a certified check
for $500.00 and electrical contractors for $300.00. All bids were to
be in the hands of the board secretary by September 24, 1917.

On September 24, the bids were opened. The general contract
went to F. W. Fais of Spencer, Iowa, and the electrical contract to
Capital Electric, Des Moines. Bids on heating and plumbing were
tabled for purposes of clarification. OnOctober 2, such contract was
let to A. A. Young and Sons of Waukee, Iowa.

On October 19, 1917 the board voted to accept the offer of John
Cryder to drill a well for $300.00.

On November 17,1917, the board contracted with Walter Clark
for the construction of a bus barn.

On March 11, 1918, the voters of the district empowered the
board with authority to dispose of the soon to be abandoned one room
schoolhouses within the confines of the consolidated district.

On April 24, 1918, a contract was let to John Lantz of Boone to
build a superintendent's house. A. A. Young of Waukee was
engaged to install the heating and plumbing.

On May 7, 1918, the board contracted to purchase nine 10 foot
Studebaker horsedrawn buses for $262.00each, less a 1%discount if
paid within thirty days. Also on May 7, J. H. Lytle was employed to
serve as Superintendent of Schools at a salary of $165.00 per month
through June 15, 1919.

The following quotation is taken from the Bomber, December
16, 1942:

"The building was well under construction by early spring
of 1918,soplans to open the term in the fall were completed. The
superintendent elected was J.H. Lytle, formerly of the Luther
Schools. Other teachers elected to commence work in the new
building were Zee Conner, Elin Aik, Lillian Tingwald, Zelma
Rule, Louise Thorsen, Katherine Mott, Carrie Sanborn, Lois
Peeble and Bess Crowe.

Due to World War I conditions, the construction of the
building met with delays. Contracts for various types of
installations were let and relet. The building was opened for
school on Armistice Day of 1918, although not complete in all
ways. The contract for the corridor floors called for terazze
surfaces. The Contractors went bankrupt and the floors were
left in the "rough" until the following summer. In the summer
of 1919,Mastic' floors were installed, the total cost amounting to
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$1041.79.With increasing costs prevalent, the funds voted back
in 1917 to construct and equip the building were not sufficient
to complete the plant. Thus a second bond issue had to be voted
and approved."
The issue was for $30,000and brought the bond total to $90,000.
The following brief notes are also cited from the Jordan

Bomber:
The first lone graduate from the Jordan Consolidated

School was Ferrell Safly in the class of 1920.
In the early years, kindergarten classes were conducted

full days during March, April, and May for pupils who would
be entering the first grade in the fall.

From 1918 to the end ofWorld War II, it was customary to
dismiss school for two weeks in late October or early November
to permit the older pupils to help with the corn harvest. This
practice was observed by most consolidated schools in Central
and Northwest Iowa and was usually referred to as "Corn
Picking Vacation".

The first motor bus was placed in use at Jordan in 1921 for
operation on limited gravel roads.
The first trees planted on the school lawn was on Arbor Day

April 19, 1921. The high school students participated.
A Hot Lunch program was provided in winter months, one dish,

usually soup. This was to supplement the lunch carried by the
students. The hot dish was prepared by the Home Economics class
under the supervision of their teacher.

Classes in Vocational Agriculture and Home Economics were
conducted with the assistance of instructors from the Iowa State
Extension Service.

The Jordan Presbyterian church used the school gymnasium
for its Sunday Services for many years until the congregation
constructed a church building.

During the first several years of school there was no electric
highline near the Jordan building and electric service, for lights
only, was provided by a 32 volt D. C. Alamo gas driven generator
which fed electrical energy into a 32 volt bank of batteries.

The first issue of the school paper Gold and Purple was
published in December, 1920, with Wm. Curvin as editor and
Louise Linderblood as faculty advisor. This publication was later
replaced by the Jordan Bomber.

The first telephone service was installed at the school on
February 24, 1921.

An alumni association was proposed at an Alumni Banquet in
December, 1931, and a constitution adopted on December 27, 1932,
at the second annual banquet. It is known that annual banquets
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Jordan building after tornado da:mage, August, 1918

were held regularly through December, 1937, with banquet tickets
priced at 40~per plate. No record of meetings after 1937have been
found.

An incident not mentioned in the board minutes but confirmed
by numerous residents in the Jordan community is the fact that
during the late summer of 1918a tornado hit the almost completed
building and tore off the roof and took out many windows on the
north side of the building. The accompanying picture provided by
lone Weikel confirms this damage. This was not the same tornado
that did so much damage in Boone and surrounding area in May,
1918.

Because of delays caused by the tornado damage and material
shortages the opening of school did not occur until November 11,
1918.When that date was set little did anyone dream that it would
later be established as a national holiday first known as Armistice
Day and later as Veterans Day. By 11:00 a.m. several parents had
called at school to get their children to go to Boone to attend the
great celebration. THE WAR WAS OVER!!! The Armistice was
here. School was officially dismissed at noonon its first and opening
day.

The Jordan Bond burning ceremonies were held in the school
auditorium on November 11, 1947. The following clipping from the
Ames Mile Post of November 12, 1947, describes the ceremonies in
detail.
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Jordan District Retires Bonded Debt
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The following is a picture of one of the early Jordan boy's
basketball teams. The date is undetermined.

J. H. Lytle
E. C. Wissler
F. D. Simpson
Ralph Bentley
L. F. Smylie
L. F. Tillotson
H. G. Schmickle
L. N. Gill
Lavier L. Staven

1918 - 1920
1920 - 1924
1924 - 1928
1928 - 1929
1929 - 1931
1931 - 1937
1937 - 1945
1945 - 1948
1948 - 1955

Records show that a total of 387 students graduated from the
Jordan school from 1916 - 1955.

The following persons have served as Superintendents of the
Jordan Consolidated Schools:
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The Jordan Consolidated School ceased to exist, as such, at
Midnight, June 30, 1955, at which time it merged with Napier and
surrounding tuition districts to create the United Community
District. The building continued to be used for elementary classes at
the 4,5, and 6th grade levels, however, until the close of the school
year in 1973 at which time all elementary pupils moved into the new
central United Community Elementary building. The Jordan
building was sold to private interests during the year following its
closing. It was later destroyed by the June 13, 1976, tornado that
struck Jordan.
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Luther Consolidated School.

LUTHER CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
Classes first began at the Luther Consolidated School in early

September, 1916. This was two years ahead of Jordan and four
years ahead of Napier. No cornerstone exists in the Luther building
from which initial board members might be identified.

A short history of the Luther Consolidated School, written by
Kay Olson and published in the 1951 year book, CAVALIER, lists
the initial board of education as follows:
W. A. Criswell
Edward Northrup
Henry Rosene
Ira Long
Frank Fox
The officers were not designated.

The following historical account of the formation of the Luther
Consolidated District is here copied from the May, 1921, edition of
the SCRIBE, a paper published by the Sophomore class of that year.
The author was not identified. The copy was furnished this author
by Hazel Page Hegdahl of Boone:
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HISTORY OF LUTHER CONSOLIDATED
For a long time the country school in Iowa has been a

problem. The state legislature took up the question of districts
fulfilling certain requirements. Even before the state worked
out the plan for improving the district school system a great
many people of Luther and vicinity saw the handicap of the one
room country school. They were awaking to the fact that better
accommodations and equipment, and more efficient teachers
were needed, that the boys and girls of the country might have
the advantages of a good secondary education without going out
of the community to a city high school. A movement toward
consolidation of districts in Worth, Colfax and Douglas
townships was begun in 1913. The first time the question came
to a vote a strong majority defeated it but the idea was still in
the minds of the supporters of consolidation. In 1914 the
question was again put to a vote. A greater interest was shown
this time. Those opposed to the measure worked hard to defeat
the question and the other side worked tirelessly in its favor.
Election day came and the qualified men and women cast votes
for and against the $35,000 bond issue. The next morning the
good news was spread that the proposition had carried by a big
majority.

The consolidated school district, comprised of thirty-one
sections-including parts of Worth, Colfax and Douglas
townships-was organized May 28th, 1915, in accordance with
the state laws. The Board selected Luther as the most central
location for the school building and they began to look for a
suitable site. A plot of ground south and east of Luther
composed of 7~ acres was purchased for $7,000.00.

It was decided to build on the south end of the plot and to
reserve the north end and the east side for playgrounds and the
west for a barn for the horses and the buses.

The contract for a building fifty-seven by eighty 'feet
estimated to cost $29,587 was let in 1915. The work was
completed in November of the following year. The finished
building had fifteen main rooms-on the lower floor are the
gymnasium, toilet rooms, manual training rooms, two domestic
science rooms and the furnace and boiler rooms; on first floor,
five class rooms used for the grades; on the second floor the
assembly hall, three class rooms, the office and two cloak­
rooms.

At the dedication of the school, Honorable J. B. Weaver of
Des Moines was the speaker of the day. On this opening day,
twenty-five were enrolled in high school and over one hundred
in the grades. The first year, 1916, the instructors for high
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school were: Supt. Lytle, Miss Summers and Miss Ray. The
grade teachers were: Mr. E. J. Johnson for seventh and eighth,
Miss Frampton for fifth and sixth, Miss Linquist for third and
fourth, and Miss Allen for the little folks. This year there were
no graduates.

In the year 1917 the instructors for high school were the
same except for the substitution of Mrs. Trump for Miss
Summers and of Miss Jacobson for Mr. Johnson. This year
there were three graduates=-Marvin Luther, Mable Luther
and Zoe Long.

The third year there was a complete change of instructors
in the high school and several changes in the grades.
Superintendent Cooper came this year and was instrumental in
raising the standard and putting the school on the accredited
list. The teaching force was increased to nine. Mr. Reid, Miss
Mak, and Miss Hockstelter were high school instructors. Miss
Witcombe took the place of Miss Frampton and Miss Morlan
the place of Miss Linquist. Because of crowded grade rooms, it
was necessary this year to move the eighth grade to the
assembly hall. There were four graduates this year.

In 1919 the high school instructors for the first semester
were Superintendent Cooper, Mr. Wier, Miss Brockway, and
Miss Heath. This year again there was such an increase of
pupils that it was necessary to move the seventh grade to the
assembly hall. Mr. Jefferson was elected as junior high
instructor. Professor Cooper resigned the last of the first
semester and Mr. B. F. Myers took his place. In the grades the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Morlan was filled by
Miss Jones.

The school year, 1920, opened with a student enrollment of
two hundred. Under the direction of Superintendent Meyers,
the Smith Hughes Agriculture Course was organized and was
made a part of the curriculum. The high school faculty was
composed of Miss Getty, Principal and instructor of English;
Miss Sundell, Mathematics and junior high; Miss McGee,
Domestic Science; Miss Samuelson, History and junior high.
The grade teachers were Miss Lucas, fifth and sixth; Miss
Luther, third and fourth; Miss Bradley, first; and Miss Bolton,
second.

During the last four years various improvements have been
made. Three Singer machines have been installed in the sewing
room. A victrola and a Kimball piano have been added, and an
electric system which rings the bells in the class rooms and
regulates the clock. A barn has been built for the teams and
busses. The beginning of a fiction library has been purchased
and a set of Nelson's World Books. Four swings and a jumping
apparatus have been put on the playground.
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Luther Consolidated is growing. It has a ranking place
with other schools in the county in scholarship, athletics, and
general scholastic activities. Realizing the necessity of ad­
ditional equipment to put the standard of work at the highest
and finding it imperative to provide a residence for the
superintendent the present school board has put before the
district a bond of $10,000 to be voted upon May 27th. The
members of the present board are Mr. Cartwright, President;
Mr. Criswell, Secretary and Treasurer; Mr. Rosene, Mr.
Anderson, Mr. Russell and Mr. Cree.

The following article on Girls Basketball is also taken from the
May, 1921, edition of the SCRIBE and was written by Hulda
Jacobson:

GIRLS ATHLETICS
"I am convinced that we girls should be given the privilege

of enjoying athletic games and exercises which are beneficial to
our health and welfare, and which also provides us with
excellent and wholesome amusement.

There is a saying that a sound body produces a sound mind
and if that be true, we should make an effort to find the ways
which will help to bring about a sound body. Physicians say that
we should eat proper food and exercise properly. This is more
easily said than done.Many of us do not get the proper exercises
because we do not have the chance. School children in
Consolidated Schools are especially handicapped when it comes
to taking proper exercise. Most of the children come from the
country in wagons or trucks to school so they do not have the
chance of walking; then they sit quietly in the school room
practically all day until it is time to ride home.

In most schools the boys have gymnastic training, track
meets, and other forms of exercise, but in many schools the girls
have been neglected when it comes to providing them with
physical training. What shall be done to provide the girls with
means of exercising while they are in school? This is easily
answered. Give the girls a chance in athletics in the schools as
well as the boys. If athletics makes boys stronger, why shouldn't
it make girls stronger? Make a physical examination ofall girls
compulsory. Then plan physical exercises to suit the individual
needs of each girl.

Many people think that physical training games and
exercises are too strenuious for girls, but this is a mistaken idea
which people who know nothing about girls' athletics have
formed in their minds. I do not believe girls were always
supposed to be quiet and watch the boys exercise, but they too,
are supposed to strengthen their muscles by exercising.
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Since sound bodies make sound minds then it is a question
which should interest all of us who wish to be sound minded
citizens." H. J.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Girls Basketball team of L.R.S. for the year 1921 has

prepared the way for a winning team next year. Difficulty in
meeting for practice and lack of support and encouragement in
the community account for a bad start. But the last of the season
showed the result of keeping at it and showed a return to form
that proves the saying that, "Everything comes to him who
waits- but it comes more sure if he hustles".

The season opened with Sheldahl on November 12th in a
defeat 74 to 7 in favor of Sheldahl. On January 6th a game was
scheduled on Madrid's floor. The team was again defeated by a
score of 28 to 4.

The next game was with Jordan on December 3rd. We
achieved an easy victory over Jordan, Luther 11, Jordan 8.

The last game of the season was with Kelley where the girls
fought hard and held the fast Kelley team to a score of 8 to 7.The
game was cut 8 minutes short so the Luther team did not have a
fair chance.

Although the players were shifted throughout the season
the following are the most uniform players:
Leta Hitsman, Captain & Guard
Marie Hughes, Guard
Elsie Rockwell, Forward
Opal Wheatcraft, Center
Chrissie Matson, Forward
Ellen Bennett, Jumping Center
Margaret Goodrich, Substitute
Agatha Barrett, Substitute
Leona Matson, Substitute
Harriet Gibson, Substitute

Luther Girl's Basketball team - 1921.

The Physical Training for girls has consisted mainly of
calisthenics, games on the gym floor and of outdoor hikes.
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BOYS ATHLETICS
The following is the list of the games played by the boys both in

basketball and baseball team of 1920 - 1921:
Date Who With Where At Score
Dec. 3 Jordan Jordan Luther 15 Jordan 9
Dec. 10 Sheldahl Sheldahl " 30 Sheldahl 10
Dec. 17 Jordan Luther " 16 Jordan 12
Jan. 6 Madrid Madrid " 16 Madrid 20

.- Jan. 14 Gilbert Luther " 31 Gilbert 41
Jan. 28 Gilbert Gilbert " 8 Gilbert 31
Feb. 4 Kelley Luther " 56 Kelley 9
Feb. 8 Madrid Luther " 13 Madrid 22
Feb. 18 Ogden Ogden " 9 Ogden 54
Feb. 24 Napier Napier " 14 Napier 10
Mar. 4 Gilbert Kelley Tour. " 7 Gilbert 20
Mar. 9 Napier Luther " 29 Napier 17

The May, 1921 edition of the Scribe also carried the following
data on boys athletics:

On the 18th ofMay Mr. B. F. Myers awarded the following
boys letters in athletics: Kenneth Goodrich, Harold Knox,
Duncan Hull, Paul Eppert and Leroy Criswell.

Our scores in baseball are as follows:

Date Who With Where At Score

Apr. 27 Jordan Jordan Luther 11 Jordan 2
Apr. 29 Slater Napier " 2 Slater 14
May 5 Napier Luther " 11 Napier 15
May 16 Slater Slater " 1 Slater 7
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Luther Boy's Basketball Team - 1921.

Historically, the Luther Consolidated School began a short time
ahead of the Jordan and Napier schools and continued in operation
two years longer. This was due to the fact, that in the 1955 special
election that created the United Community District, a majority of
the voters of the Luther community voted No. Two years later,
however, Luther petitioned to join the United Community and an
election was held with an affirmative majority vote in each district.
On June 30, 1957, the Luther District officially merged with the
United Community District.

List of Superintendents of the Luther Consolidated District.
J.H. Lytle 1916-1918

Cooper 1918-1920
F. B. Meyers 1920-1922
P. R. Harshbarger 1922-1924
H. A. Minkler 1924-1926
H. H. Castle 1926-1930
Donald F. Seaton 1930-1947
Harold Miller 1947-1954
A.A. Allen 1954-1957
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Napier Consolidated School:

THE NAPIER CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
In 1916,the citizens ofthe Napier Communityvotedto unite all,

or parts of, nine one-room rural sub-districts to form the Napier
Consolidated School. Later, that year, they voted a $50,000 bond
issue to finance the construction of a new school building to
accommodate all grades from 1 through 12.There were four large
classrooms on the first floor with two grades in each room. The
Superintendent's officewas also located on the first floor.The high
school classrooms and the assembly were on the top floor. The
assembly also frequently served as an auditorium for P.T.A.
gatherings, class plays, Farm Bureau meetings, and the like. In the
basement were located the home economicsand sewing rooms and
the manual training shop. At a somewhat lower level were the
gymnasium and shower rooms. The well and furnace rooms were
located in a basement annex adjacent to the main building.

During the time that the building was under construction, the
community watched with anxious expectation for the day when
schoolwould open in the fall of 1918. These dreams were rudely
interrupted, however, onMay 10,1918,when the almost completed
building caught fire and burned to the ground leaving only the
chimney and lower brick portions of the outside walls intact.
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Napier School burning, May 10, 1918.

Erected A.D. 1918
Board Members

The dauntless courage of the people of the community as well as
heir faith in education was proven by the fact that they
. mediately voted to bond the district for an additional $15,000
which, together with insurance monies collected, enabled them to
proceed with .rebuilding the structure. The speed with which the
first building had burned convinced the board that they should seek
to make the rebuilt structure more fire proof. This was done by
constructing reinforced concrete subfloors to replace the original
wooden joist and beams.

No record has been found concerning the election of the first
Board of Education, however, the following information is
inscribed on the face of the cornerstone:

J. C.Judge
C. L. Accola
W.A.L. Gillett, Treas.
Gracia A. Tucker,

Co. Superintendent
The exposed end of the cornerstone carries the following inscrip­
tion:

S. A. Walker, President
S. A. Brooks
D. L. Bassett
Joseph A. Judge, Secretary
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.January 12, 1920,was an historical day in the Napier Community as
it marked the bringing together of pupils from nine one-room sub­
district schools for the first time. Your author can well remember
his experiences as a freshman among twenty-six other freshmen,
many ofwho he had never seen before. The very size of the building,
though small by today's standards, seemed awesome to a freshman
lost in the expanse of the high school assembly while waiting for the
bell to ring, the assignment of desks, and the introduction of faculty
members.

But how fast things can change! Within a week, the entire
building began to seem like familiar ground. How amazing it was to
have a playground within the building in the form of a gymnasium
and not have to leave the building to go to the bathroom!

The Napier school building was offically dedicated on Friday,
January 28, 1921. The dedicatory address was given by P. E.
McClonnan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction. Also
present to make congratulatory remarks were Lt. Governor
Hammill and Senator McIntosh.

The initial high school faculty was composed of Fred Grawae,
Superintendent; Nettie Getty, and Nadine McClung. The high
school curriculum for the 9th grade included English, algebra,
bookkeeping and agriculture. The girls of the class were also
required to take agriculture that year insomuch as the home
economics and sewing rooms served as living quarters for the
Superintendent and his family, while a house was being remodeled
in which they would live.

The elementary faculty was composed of Marie Edwards,
grades 1and 2; Opal McKenna, grades 3 and 4; Eva Brooks, grades
5 and 6; and Lillie Curry, grades 7 and 8.

The first public gathering in the new school assembly was a box
social held on the evening of February 20, 1920. It is not known who
sponsored the event, however records indicate that a total of $175.00
was raised. Keen competition must have prevailed among some of
the younger men present as they bid up prices on boxes they
believed they could identify as belonging to a specific young lady.

Even though many of the boys had never had their hands on a
basketball before the opening day of school, records reveal that they
won their first game, played against the local independents on
February 11, 1921. The exact score was not reported. On March 5,
they were defeated soundly by Gilbert by a scoreof 23 to 9. They
came back, however, onMarch 20, to nose out Kelley by a win of22 to
20. It is known that the girls also had an organized team, however no
records have been found as to whom they played or the scores
involved.
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Napier Boy's Basketball team - 1921.

Napier Girl's Basketball team - 1921.
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The first class to graduate from Napier was that of 1921. The
three graduates were Aleene Akin, Janelle Fenton and Maytle
Johnson. During the thirty-four years, from 1921 to 1955, the school
conferred graduation diplomas on 307 students. The largest class
was that of 1923 with 18 graduates, nine girls and nine boys. The
smallest class was that of 1951 with only one graduate, Verne
Lampman. The class was almost average in size when it started out
in the first grade, but due to dropouts and families moving out of the
district, it was ultimately reduced to the point of having but one
graduate. Verne had the distinction of winning all class honors
without contest.

The impressive activities record of the students of Napier High
is evidenced by the multitude of trophies exhibited in the school
trophy case. They testify to excellence in such areas as basketball,
baseball, track, declamatory and music, both vocal and instrumen­
tal. The trophy case is now located in the Luther, Iowa City Hall.

Two Napier girls basketball teams have fought their way to the
State Tournament. The first was the team of 1947 which gained
entry to the State Tourney by upsetting the Carlisle girls in the
District tournament held on the Carlisle playing floor on February
2,1947, by a score of 41 to 38. They were defeated by Coon Rapids in
the first round of the State Tournament by a score of 41 to 26. Coon
Rapids had been State Champions in 1946. The Napier coach was
Charles Silvey. The team record for the season was 25 wins, one tie
and two losses. High scorer for the season was freshman Marjorie
Brooks with 456 points.

Napier Girl's Basketball Champions - 1947.
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The second Napier girls team to make the State Tournament
was that of 1955. They entered the State Tourney by having
defeated the Bayard girls in the finals of the District Tournament
by a score of 55 to 52. They were defeated in first round state
tournament play by Goldfield by a score of 63 to 51.

The 1955 Napier girls team was a comparatively young team
having only two seniors, two juniors, two sophomores, three eighth
graders, and three seventh graders. The team averaged 63 points
per game for the season against 52 points for opponents. Their
record for the season was 16wins to 4defeats. Their coach was John
Smeltzer. 1955 was the last year that the Napier school was in
operation as it became part of the United Community District that
fall.

Napier Girl's Basketball Champians - 1955.
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On May 26, 1946, a bond burning ceremony was held in the
school assembly to permit the public to witness the retirement of the
last Napier School Bond, thus making the district debt free for the
first time since the bonds were sold in 1916, a period of 30 years.
Herb Plambeck, then Farm Editor for radio station WHO of Des
Moines, was the featured speaker of the afternoon. Others par­
ticipating in the ceremonies included James E. Judge, President; J.
E. Bennett, Secretary, and James H. Davis, Superintendent. The
final bond was ignited and dropped into a glass bowl where those
present could watch it burn. Two of the original board members
were present for the burning ceremonies: they were Cap Accola
and D. L. Bassett.

29



Napier High School.

A total of forty-five sons and daughters of the Napier High
School served in the Armed services during World War II and the
Korean struggle. Three made the supreme sacrifice by giving their
lives for their country. Lawrence Deaton was killed aboard a U. S.
Submarine near the Aleutions on August 20, 1942. Bert Robinson
met death on the Normandy Beaches of France on July 17,1944, and
Jack Greve was shot down over France by German anti-aircraft fire
on August 20, 1944. The Napier School Honor Roll Plaque is now in
storage in the Luther City Hall.

Harry Reasoner, the A.B.C. Network News Anchor Man, is
perhaps the most widely known person ever to have attended the
Napier Consolidated School. He received seven years of his
elementary education at Napier from 1927 - 1934. His father, H. R.
Reasoner, served as superintendent from 1926-1931 and his mother
taught high school English. She continued her position at Napier
for three additional years after Mr. Reasoner's departure. During
these three years Harry lived with his mother in the teacherage.

By his own admission, Harry cherishes fond memories of his
school days at Napier and of his boyhood friendships. This is
evidenced by his repeated visits back to the community. On three
such trips he brought a television crew with him for the purpose of
originating a program. The first was in the late 1950's when he
filmed a 30 minute C.B.S. special featuring life in a small rural
Iowa community and reminisced about his school days.

The second was to attend and receive a citation at the 40th
anniversary of the Napier Alumni Association on June 23, 1963.
Harry also sent his crew to Napier in September, 1973, to cover the
auction sale of outmoded and excess school items such as
blackboards, desks, chairs, pictures, and clocks. The crew spent two
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and one-half days setting up and filming the occasion which Harry
edited down to a four minute segment for use on the early evening
Harry Reasoner and Howard K. Smith news program. Harry also
gave the United Community Commencement address held in the
Boone Community Building in May, 1963. He used a filmed
recording of this event on his C.B.S. morning broadcast entitled,
"Calendar".

The Napier Consolidated District offically ceased to exist, as
such, at midnight on June 30,1955, at which time it became part of
the newly created United Community District. The Napier school
building continued in use, however, as a United Community
elementary school until the opening of the new centrally located
United Community Elementary building in the fall of 1973.

LIST OF SUPERINTENDENTS

Fred Grawe
J. J. Feroe
S. A. Guiles
M. L. Merrit
H. R. Reasoner
C. H. Robinson
James H. Davis
Randall Webb
Wallace Arms
Gerald Reece

1919-1920
1920-1922
1922-1925
1925-1926
1926-1931
1931-1938
1938-1951
1951-1952
1952-1954
1954-1955

The Napier Alumni Association was organized on June 9,1923,
following a banquet to which the graduates of the classes of 1921,
1922, and 1923 were invited. No record of the initial officers has
been found. The association has remained active up to the present
time having held a banquet every year except for the 1941 - 45
World War II period. Current officers are: Marvin Davis,
President; Frances Tripp Conyers, Vice-president; Evelyn
Fankhauser Helland, Secretary; and Richard Cooper, Treasurer.
More than 90 persons attended the June 1977 banquet held at the
Colonial House in Boone.

31



United Community School.

UNITED COMMUNITY DISTRICT
During the years following the close ofWorld War II, the Iowa

Department of Public Instruction began putting increased
pressures on the smaller school districts of the state to reorganize
with surrounding areas to form larger community type districts.
This was accomplished in large part by raising the number of
required course units to a level that could not be met by the smaller
schools, thus threatening them with the loss of state approval.

During the decade from 1945 to 1955, the school boards and
administrators of the Jordan, Luther, and Napier Consolidated
Districts met together several times to discuss the possibility of
merging the three districts to better meet state requirements while
at the same time retaining their identity of rural life. It was not until
the latter part of the period, however, that community opinion
began to crystalize for action.

On January 28, 1955, all, or parts of, nine school districts in east
Boone county held a special election to determine if the voters of the
affected areas favored merging to form an enlarged community
type district. To become valid the law designated that the election
must carry in a minimum of three-fourths or 75%of the districts
voting. It would then be binding on only such districts as had voted
in the affirmative. The election carried in seven or 77.8%ofthe nine
participating districts thereby meeting the legal requirement.
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The areas voting yes included all or part of the following school
districts:
Jordan Consolidated District, Boone County
Napier Consolidated District, Boone & Story Counties
Jackson Township District, Boone County
Dodge Township District, Boone County
Harrison Township District, Boone County
Worth Township District, Boone County
Des Moines Township District, Boone County

The Luther Consolidated District and the Sugar Valley
Independent District voted no, thus declining to become a part of
the merger.

In accordance with state law the County Superintendent of
Schools, Marvin Sturtz, appointed a board of education pro-tern to
conduct the business preliminary to the forming of the new district,
effective July 1, 1955. The appointments were as follows:
Bruce Johnson, President
Wm. Curvin
James H. Davis
Raymond Herrick
Bernard Judge
Forrest Throckmorton, Secretary
Clair Cottington, Treasurer

A special election was held in early July, 1955,at which time the
voters offically elected the above slate of appointees intact. All
officers remained the same except that James H. Davis was elected
president.

The opening day of school in the new Community District was
August 29, 1955.The senior high school was in Jordan building and
the junior high school at Napier. Grades from kindergarten
through 6th were in each building. This pattern prevailed during
the two year period from 1955 to 1957. Lavier Staven served as
Superintendent with his office in the Jordan building and Jerald
Reece as assistant Superintendent, officing in the Napier building.

When it came to choosing a name for the newly formed district,
both the school board and administration favored asking the
student body to come forward with a proposal. After asking for
nominations the student body settled on the name of "United
Community District". The board approved the name, thus for­
malizing the matter.

When school opened in the fall of 1955, the enrollments were as
follows:
K - 6th grade
Jr. High School, grades 7 & 8
Senior High School, grades 9 - 12

Total enrollment

254 pupils
50 pupils
85 pupils

389 pupils
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In the spring of 1957, the Luther Board of Education presented
the United Community Board with a petition asking for a merger of
the Luther and United Community Districts. The election was held
on April 30, 1956, with a majority of the voters in each district
favoring the merger.

Luther's entry into the United Community District called for a
re-evaluation of space usage in the three buildings. After careful
consideration, the Board of Education decided to retain the high
school at the Jordan building. The junior high school grades 6-8
were moved to the Luther building and grades 4 and 5 for the entire
district were shifted to the Napier building. A half day
kindergarten plus grades 1 - 3 were housed in each of the three
buildings. When school opened in the fall of 1957, enrollments were
as follows:
K - 5
Grades 6 - 8
Grades 9 - 12

Total enrollment

354 pupils
125 pupils
129 pupils
608 pupils

This merger again required the election of a new board of
education. The election was held in the fall of 1957 with the
following members being elected:
James H. Davis
Raymond Herrick
Bruce Johnson
Bernard Judge
Verne Patterson

Historically, it proved a fairly simple matter to merge the areas
that now comprise the United Community District, indicating that
a majority of the voters had already accepted the idea by the time
they went to the polls to vote.

Not so,with elections to bond the district for.the construction of
a new junior-senior high school building. Such an election requires
a 60%majority vote to carry. Diverse ideas separated the voters of
the district to the extent that ten elections were required, featuring
various propositions, to attain the 60%majority. This election was
challenged and later upheld in a lower state court on December 14,
1964. The decision of the lower court was again challenged and
carried to the State Supreme Court where it was declared void.

On November 23, 1965, an eleventh election was held to
authorize the sale of bonds in an amount of $695,000 for the
construction of new junior-senior high school facilities on ap­
proximately 37 acres of land, on which the school board had
previously obtained an option from Fred Hein. This election carried
by a vote of 68.1%.
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I OnMarch 11,1966,the United Community Board ofEducation
contracted with the Carleton and Beh Co.ofDesMoinesfor the sale
of bonds in the amount of $695,000with interest at 4.1349%.Emory
Prall ofnes Moineswas engaged as architect.

On September 22,1966, Spencer Construction, Spencer, Iowa,
was engaged as General Contractor. The mechanical contract went
to Siglin Plumbing and Heating of Perry, Iowa, and the electrical
contractto Del Kimlay Electric ofMinburn, Iowa. The contract for
the well and pump went to Cryder Well Co., Boone, Iowa.

The opening day for junior and senior high schoolclasses in the
new building was January 29,1968. The new facilities again called
for a rearrangement of elementary classes. The uther building
was closed and ultimately sold; Jordan and Napier were continued
in use as grade schoolsuntil the closeofthe 1973schoolyear. Grades
1 - 3 for the entire district attended at Napier and 4 - 6 at Jordan.
Each building also retained a half day kindergarten.

Dedicatory ceremonies for the new building were held in the
gymnasium on Sunday, October 20, 1968,at 2:00p.m. Superinten­
dent Andrews was Master of Ceremonies. Clifford Prall, Building
Architect, presented the building to the community. The building
was accepted in behalf of the community by Rose Jane Carlson,
President ofthe board. Greetings were extended byDr. L.N. Jensen
ofthe Department of Public Instruction. Steve Snider, President of
the Student Body, extended a thank you to the community in their
behalf.

The 1966Iowa Legislature passed a law making it mandatory
that all existing Rural districts become incorporated into a
contiguous high schooldistrict, effective July 1, 1966.Anticipating
this law the Sugar Valley rural schoolhad previously merged with
the United Community District, where their pupils had already
been in attendance on a tuition basis. Due to prolonged legal
litigations, the Garden Prairie Independent District and portions of
Worth Township District did not merge with the United Communi­
ty District until July 1, 1968.

In March, 1970, the United Community boys basketball team
was a contender in the State Tournament. They gained this right by
defeating Lake City in the finals of the boys sub-state tourney at
Fort Dodge by a score of 57 to 55. In the first round of the State
Tournament, they were defeated by Tri-Center ofNeola, Iowa, by a
last secondfree throw 63 - 62. Jim Goodrich, ajunior, distinguished
himself by attaining the highest 1969 - 1970 individual scoring
average and was named on the 1970All-State team.

In March, 1971, the United Community Comets entered the
tournament season with great expectation. Their hopeswere short
lived, however, when they were defeated by Grundy Center in the
sub-state tournament held at Ames by a score of 93 - 65.
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