Bill Sapp's love for baseball
leads to Coaches Hall of Fame

By GARY RICHARDS

Five Cenfral lowa Conference Litles,
T state championship leams. A 375
185 won-loss record,

Add the above and vou have Bill
Sapp of Boone, a newcomer-lo-be in
the fowa High Schopl Baseball
Coaches Hall of Fame, What this
honer and Sapp's reconds do not reveal
is his love for the game: i

Certainly, [ love the game,'" the 50-
vear-old coach said, I wouldn't still
heé ecogching if T didn’t?"

Sapp has coached at Boone sinee
1954, winning state crowns in 1865 and
1967, A third slate trophy jusl missed
the Toreadors’ trophy case when the
1972 sguad placed third,

“Suecess breeds success,' hesaid,
“Tean’l take eredil for everyihing, We
have a stnall school, but there's heen
good material and effort by the Kids,
Eversything has just fallen into place ™

Including Sapp's philosophy.
Prep athletes are jimatéurs in the
truest sepse of - the word, No
linancial reward is needed o
justify spending ledious hours un
the: dinmond.

Sapp recognizes this. He recoghizes
the need for the game to be fun for his
athletes. If there's (e reason behind
Sapp's success, it's this;

“My philosophy,” hechuekled. s
whateverishes! for the kids is hest for
the progran, 11 asa cpach can go al
iy job with 150 per cenl efforty T've
done my parl. -

“The kids need fo enjoy whal they're
doing, 1 (hey love: the game of
baseball. it's fun te eoach them,

S imstrnet my players Lo jusi
concenlrate on the game: A person
cannoldo more than one thingat a

time. Let the nmpires wnpire, Lhe
* tans vell and the coaches coach.

The players should play the

wame,

The' philosophy has paid off. On
Mareh 12, Sapp will be mducted into
the Hall of Fame, Joining hiny that day
will be former major leaguer Bob
Oldiz of Tewa City, Bill Freese of Wiota
and the late John Dorman of Epper
[owa Liniversity,

“]was surprised by my selection.”
Sapp marveled, 'Im pleased that my
{ellow coaches recognizes me like Lhis.

S also a niee feeling Lo be in-
cluced in a fine group like Bob Oldis,
e Dorman and Bill Freeze. ™

The path'to the Hall of Fane has
been long, Inclyded were stops at

Hopkinton and Grand Junction.

Thenin 1950 came whal appears Lo

he the final spit—DBoone.

There he has worked with the Babe
Iuth Lespue and Little League
progeaims. He starled the successtul
baseball program at Boone High back
i o8,

That's in the past. Now if's time 1o
think of the upéoming season. 'We're
going 1o be compefitive,!” Sapp
promised, *'We were 15-13 and second
in the CIC last season, Bul we can be
hetter, g

YW lose @ catcher, a piteher and
shortstop. Bul the talent is here [or
another fine team.™

{Previogs inductees into the hall o
Fame are Joe Baily, Everell Barr,
Jay Beckmpn, Ken Blackman, Boki
Bowers, Pete Ceamer. Bick Davis,
Alex Evans, Wavne Heintz, Bl
Holmsirom, Hoy Jepsen, Enil
Hlumpar, Fred “Zebe’" Larsen, (vl
Madden, Ray Manship, Joe Mclers
motl, Vince Meyer, Midge
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MeEeever, Hap Miller, Hamlet
Peterson, Jeff  Pickarl, Pinky
Primrose, Earl Proetor, Harald Sch-
mickley, Lefty Schnack, Cy Slapnicka)
Bimer &tarr, Bud Suler; Chick
Sutherland, Mary 'Thelen, Estel
CThomsen, George Thomsen, Cap
Timm, Hal Trosky, Frank Tverdik,
Oite Vogel, hon Whitkord and D,
Harry Zimimer. ).

Ames sophs
win, 66-60

The Ames High sophomores
maved their record to 14 on
the Seann with @ 66-60 win over
Fast Waterloo 1riday night,

Jay Bro led the Litlle
Caelone sophs wilh 24 points,
tulliwed by Mark Jenzen with
12 and Paul Ryan with 11,

Ken Stevenson, was the
leading seorer for Easl with 12
LS,
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East T B i e E . .

AMES—Jay Bro 24, Stohlmeyer
g, Weigle s, Mark Jensen 12, Padl
Ryan 11, Marty 4,

EAST—Ken Stevensaon 12,
Morohsad & Einley 11, Ballls 11,
Foote 1, Thels 7, Epps 4, Oth &

EOULED OUT—Kiniey and
tallls, Eas! Waterloo,
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PRICES!

sk -
ST T T I B B LS AT T | i R




S :
P

i
o

: : £ B ; i ; 5 |
HALL OF FAMER—Boone’s Rill Sapp intently obseryes of Fame ceach moves through the motigns required of afl

Broceedings on the ficlg luring o Boone High basehall Bame  hasehag coaches. (Tribune photos by Roltie Petersen)
Tast summer. Iy the inserts, the soon o be inducted Towa Hall

ISU wrestlers romp over LSU

Veteran Pete Galey nolched ranked Cyelonee tolled oy Major  decisions W 12é—Johnnie Jones (|50 ‘deg,
Pt bt Ahe howor lor the theip biggest Vidtory I argEin tecorded. by Payl Bartlefi sleve Oswald, 129, Ix
ickest pin of the nightwent ol (e sedsan, Tom  Zimmerm dn,.  Dayve ;,E,LMMT;I:’IE?UHIS_E MeRgEIe
a4 newenmer as |he Iows The Hewemmer wag Dave  Phawell and Tam Walduon, 142 -Randy N'|,_,|3E.r', (B0 g
e wrestlers blinked Stawmp, who pinned. Johny Doy Bing i Ames Mike Miltay, g0 i

1isiqny plate d2q 4 tlose Madden ;&_j&sL 124 at R -
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Sapp’s record shows success

Bill Sapp, Boone, coached baseball and basketball for 28 years.

Before coming to Boone in 1957, he coached baseball and basketball at
Hopkinton and Grand Junction high schools and was a junior varsity
basketball coach at Drake University while he worked on a Masters
Degree in 1951-52.

From 1957-59, Sapp coached baseball in the Boone Babe Ruth League
and worked with others in the Little League program. He started up the
high school baseball program, which was absent from the high school’s
athletic schedule for several years, in 1959.

“We were better than .500 the first year I coached, at 8-7. All the kids
were good ballplayers. We just couldn’t get it together and we had no good
place to practice baseball,” Sapp said. *

But the good skin (no grass) infield, and lights, eventually became a part
of the Boone baseball scene thanks to Boone volunteers and efforts of
Sapp.

He coached Boone High School baseball through the 1977 season and
compiled a career record of 318-190 — a .626 percentage. During that era,
his teams were summer state baseball champions in 1965 and 1967, placed
third in the state in 1972 and competed at the state level in 1970, 1971.

The Boone high school team claimed five conference championships
and was runner-up six times in conference standings.

His “glory years” were from 1964 to 1972, when his teams put together
a 193-65 record that included nine sectional tournament championships,
six district tournament championships, five substate tournament champ-
ionships and two state tournament championships.

The conference championship was won by Boone during five of those
. eight years. :

“Irecall during those good years when we didn’t lose a game a Memor-
ial Park in Boone for five years,” Sapp said.




