


































































































































































































































































Larry R. Stotts   December 14, 1939 – February 24, 2000 
Obituary: 
Larry R. Stotts, 60, of Boone, died Thursday (2-24-2000) in a plane crash.  Services are 
11 a.m. Tuesday at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Boone with the Rev. Lindsay Watkins 
officiating.  Burial will be in Linwood Park Cemetery in Boone. 
Larry R. Stotts was bone on Dec. 14, 1939, in Boone, the son of Raymond N. and 
Emma Louise (Sparks) Stotts.  He graduated from Boone High School in 1958, and 
attended Boone Junior College for two years.  He married Barbara K. Murken on 
November 26, 1961 in Boone.  He was a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Boone.  He was an elder of his church, serving on the church school board.  He was a 
member of the Boone Lions Club and the National Cyclone Club.  He was an aviation 
enthusiast for most of his life.  As a pilot, Larry was active with the Aircraft Owners & 
Pilots Association , and held private, commercial, instrument, and multi-engine ratings 
for airplanes.  Larry was a devoted father, husband and faithful friend to many people. 
He is survived by his wife of Boone, Son Greg Stotts, of Boone; Daughter, Brenda 
Marwede of Lake Forest, IL; four grandchildren and numerous relatives and many 
friends.  He was preceded in death by his parents.  Visitation is today at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Boone from 3 to 9 p.m., with the family present from 6 to 8 p.m.  It 
continues from 8 a.m. to time of service on Tuesday.   
Memorials can be made to the family to be used according to their wishes.   
Schroeder-Walter Funeral Home in Boone is in charge of arrangements. 
 
Newspaper Article: 

Plane crash claims three area lives 
Moorhead, MN (AP) – Two Boone men and a Story City man on their way to a business 
meeting were killed when their small plane crashed in heavy fog about five miles from 
its intended destination. 
Killed Thursday morning were Larry Stotts, 60, his son, Jeff Stotts, 37, both of Boone 
and Don Larson, Story City.  There were traveling from Boone to Hector International 
Airport in Fargo, ND, and planned to meet with American Crystal Sugar Co. executives 
in Moorhead. 
National Transportation Safety Board investigator John Brannen of Chicago arrived at 
the crash site this morning, along with a number of officials from the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  Heavy fog had initially delayed Brannen’s arrival.   
Authorities said a forth victim might have been on board according to a report in today’s 
Forum of Fargo.  However, Larson’s wife, Penny, said just three were flying. 
The twin-engine plane, which took off from Boone around 9:30 a.m., missed an 
approach and lost contact with the Federal Aviation Administration Tower in Fargo, said 
Tony Molinaro, a spokesman for the FAA in Chicago.  The FAA originally said the plane 
had come from Sioux Falls, SD.   
The pilot had contacted the tower and was preparing for an instrument approach, said 
Clay County Sheriff Larry Costello.  The tower contacted Costello shortly after 11 a.m., 
saying the plane had disappeared on radar and lost radio contact. 
The Beechcraft Baron crashed into a muddy field south of Moorhead, just across the 
Red River from Fargo.  Wreckage was scattered over about 200 yards. 



The Ames Tribune reported that Larry and Jeff Stotts were partners in Global Geo 
Services, a new business based in Boone that provided computerized mapping, said 
Stan Curtis, who runs GeoMaps, a similar business based in Nevada.  Larry Stotts was 
a pilot, he said. 
Several large pieces of the plane were visible in the field, including a damaged blue tail 
section and a large part of the fuselage. 
Costello said the FAA reported the plane was westbound but appeared to have hit the 
ground in a southwesterly direction. 
A break in the fog helped authorities find the plane just after 12:30 p.m., he said. 
Registry information initially indicated the airplane was owned by a pilot in Alvin, Texas.  
But Jim Hughes, head of the Boone Airport Commission said those records were 
outdated and the plane is now owned by an Iowan.  He declined to elaborate. 
Hughes said Larry Stotts, with about 25 years of experience as a pilot, was a “very good 
pilot.” 
“This is a tragic loss for the community,” Hughes said.  “They’ll both be missed.” 
Serviced for Larry and Jeff Stotts are pending with the Schroeder-Walters Funeral 
Home of Boone. 




























































